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Prof. Pericles Lewis

pericles.lewis@yale.edu

August 3, 2020 
Humanities 115/Literature 101:

The Purposes of College Education
College is a crucial institution in which our society works through its expectations for young people. This course will explore some of the purposes that have been ascribed to college, including development of personal character, participation in a community, conversation with others on intellectual matters, and preparation for citizenship. We will also touch on other purposes, including career preparation and pursuit of knowledge for its own sake. Readings from Plato, Aristotle, Confucius, Bhagavad-Gita, Virginia Woolf, Martin Luther King, Max Weber, and others. 

Pedagogical Goals
If you take this class, you should expect the following:
· to learn about various influential ideas regarding education, especially liberal education, and the institution of college

· to gain experience in reading challenging primary texts

· to reflect personally on your aspirations for the next four years

Texts

All required texts will be available in PDF format on Canvas.

Readings will be drawn from the following books. You may want to purchase copies of some of them for optional further reading. The ISBN numbers are included to help you find the right edition:

Danielle Allen, Education and Equality (University of Chicago Press, 2018; 978-0226566344)
Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, trans. David Ross

(Oxford World’s Classics, 2009; 978-0199213610)
The Bhagavad-Gita, trans. Barbara Stoler Miller (Bantam Classics, 1986; 978-0553213652)
Confucius, Analects, trans. Annping Chin (Penguin Classics, 2014; 978-0143106852)
John Dewey, Moral Principles in Education and My Pedagogic Creed 
(Myers Education Press, 2018; 978-1975501464)
Martin Luther King, Jr., The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
(Warner, 2001; 978-0446676502)
John Stuart Mill, On Liberty and The Subjection of Women 

(Penguin Classics, 2007; 978-0141441474)
Michael Oakeshott, The Voice of Liberal Learning (Liberty Fund, 2001; 978-0865973244)
Plato, The Republic, trans. Allan Bloom (Basic Books, 2016; 978-0465094080)
Max Weber, The Vocation Lectures (Hackett, 2004: 978-0872206656)
Virginia Woolf, A Room of One’s Own (Mariner Books, 2005; 978-0156030410)
Format

One hour of lecture plus one to two hours of discussion weekly. Hybrid course with in-person lectures, which will also be recorded and available for remote enrollment. ½ Credit.

Class Time

M 7:00-7:50 pm plus discussion from 8:00-8:50 pm, in O. C. Marsh Lecture Hall. 
If you find your electronic devices are distracting you during class, please turn them off. Students who wish to attend class in person must take appropriate public health precautions, such as wearing masks and sitting at least six feet apart. It may be necessary to limit the number of students in the classroom. Whether you are taking the class in person, online, or in a hybrid fashion, you are expected to watch all lectures and complete all reading and writing assignments.
You must attend one hour of discussion per week, either in person or by zoom, and you will also be invited to attend a second hour if you wish. Some discussions will be led by the instructor and some by the teaching fellows. Lectures will be recorded and available online.
Office Hours

F 3:00-5:00 pm by Zoom, https://yale.zoom.us/j/9046420156, or in person at Rosenkranz Hall, room 439. Teaching Fellows will have additional office hours.
Assignments, grades, and due dates
This course is pass/fail. Papers should be submitted to your Teaching Fellow via Canvas. You must complete three elements in order to pass:

Attendance/participation in discussion
3 one-page response essays
Final 5-page paper reflecting on your first semester at Yale
Readings

Try to read the required passages once or twice before the lecture. In most cases, I will indicate which pages are essential so you can focus on them.
September
W
2
Introduction to the Course
W
9
Character (1): 

Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, excerpts from books 1 and 6
Confucius, Analects, excerpts from books 1 and 2
W
16
Character (2): 

Virginia Woolf, A Room of One’s Own, chapter 3
Martin Luther King, “I have a dream”

Martin Luther King, Autobiography, chapters 2 and 3
September
W 
23
Weber, “Science as a Vocation” 
W 
30
Community (1)


Plato, Republic, excerpts of books 3 and 7
October 

W
7
Community (2)



Bhagavad-Gita, excerpts

 
W
14
Conversation (1)



John Stuart Mill, On Liberty, chapter 1  
W 
21
Conversation (2)



Materials on free speech in academia   
W
28
Citizenship (1)    
John Dewey, “My Pedagogic Creed”    
November
W
4
Weber, “Politics as a Vocation”

W
11
Citizenship (2)

Danielle Allen, Education and Equality, excerpts of chapters 1 and 2
W
18
Conclusion


Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France (brief excerpt)



Michael Oakeshott, “Political Education”
December
Final discussion sections to be scheduled.
F 
4
Short paper due
Plagiarism

Please consult the following website for information on how to avoid plagiarism: https://poorvucenter.yale.edu/writing/using-sources/understanding-and-avoiding-plagiarism/
We will discuss what plagiarism means before you hand in your first response papers.  Yale College regulations require that I report all cases of plagiarism to the Yale College Executive Committee.
Course Accommodations

If you wish to have a learning accommodation made for you in this class, please contact your teaching fellow. Further information about course accommodations is also available at the Student Accessibility Services website: https://sas.yale.edu/.
Library Resources 

Every undergraduate is assigned to a Personal Librarian who can help you navigate library resources. You can get in touch with them with questions about using library materials at any point. More information about this service (including who your personal librarian is) can be found here: https://web.library.yale.edu/pl. For this class, you are not expected to undertake any research. You need only read the assigned readings.

Respect in the Classroom

The classroom should be a place for lively and open exchange of ideas free of intimidation or prejudice. Please treat each other with respect and operate on the principle of charity, assuming a charitable interpretation of the words of other students and teachers.
